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R than three hundred mile of
the South American coast in thq
Pacidc Qcean is the lone little

island where Robinson Crusoe was cast
away. On this lonesome Island of Juan
Fernandes Alexander Selkirk lived 1br
four years and four months, and It was
the narrative of his experiences which the
great novelist, De Foe, made into his en-
during masterpiece, "Robinson Crusoe."
When the Pacific Steam Navigation

Company's ship Ebro steamed into New
York Harbor the other day the civilized
world received the first news which has
come from Crusoe's Island In many years.
The Elbro had visited the island of Juan
Fernandez and the passengers had had an

opportunity to see Robinson Crusoe's
cave and "The Lookout" on the hill where
Crusoe, through his spy-glass, watched the
cannibals. and the passengers strolled
along the same beach where Robinson
Crusoe discovered the footprint on the
sand and, later on, single-handed, broke
up a cannibal feast and rescued his faith-
ful man Friday.
The Ebro had broken the forty years

silence that brooded over Robinson Cru-
soe's Island.
"We have been to the land of boyhood

enchantment," said the captain of the
Ebro. "We have lived over a day with
Robinson Crusoe. It has been the feature
of my life as a mariner."
This was the first news from Robinson

Crusoe's Island in two generations. The
Ebro carried an excursion of 240 people
from Valparaiso to Juan Fernandez, and
they remained on the islatd for Ave days.
Many passengers crossed South America

to make the trip :o the island. The Ebro
was the first steamship to reach that
isolated spot since 1879.
Wireless heralded its approach and

every native was on the beach. No In-
dian ever looked with wider-eyed surprise
on the caravals of Columbus than did the
natives of Juan Fernandez on the good
ship Ebro. They had never seen an
ocean-going steamer before, and never
dreamed to glimpse a vessel so large
outside the pages of a picture book.
The Ebro made the island in the even-

ing. Soon she was a blaze of light from
stem to stern. And the ship's band
charmed the people with tunes they had
never heard. Excited natives raced the
beach. In their midst was an official fig-
ure of a man who Lppeared to be calming
them. Night shut down and Captain Dun-
can waited for the dawn, but in the darht
ness fitful blazes could be seen on the
beach, indicating that some of the natives
were camped there for the night-like the
cannibal bonfires of old Crusoe's day.
The channel of Cumberland Bay,

which the Ebro intended to enter, is not
safe to attempt at night. But at day-
break a boat was sent ahead to make
soundings and discover if the Ebro had
sufficient sea room to negotiate the chan-
nel. Captain Duncan had no chart. He
had to rely for his knowledge of the har-
bor on local fishermen. Even they could
not insure the safety of so large a craft,
but finally a safe anchorage was made.
The "Poo Bah" of the island--for there

was a real "Poo Bah" there-welcomed the
officers of the Ebro and the excursionists
In his official capacity of Captain of the
Port, Custoihs Inspector and Health Offi-
cer. Nobody thought of work that day.
The entire population, men, women -and
children, attired in festal garb, crowded
the shore. To many of these simple pe0-
ple living on the shore of the sea, and
sustained by it. the coming of the Ero
was the greatest event in their lives.
A loud-throated shout rent the air. In

the distance on the hillside a lonely figure
could be defined. He was dressed in the
skin of goats and carried an umbrella of
the same material. An old-fashioned mus-
ket rested on his shoulder; two pistols
hung at his belt and a great broadsword
without a scabbard swung from his side.
Then another digure appeared and another
-a dog and a colored man.
Robinson Crusoe, his faithful man Fri-

day and his good dog had come back to
life!

In a clap-trap boat these motley native
Impersonating Robinson Crusoe and his
man Friday made their way to the Ero
and welcomed all on shore, where the
passengers were psomised the sight of the
very place that D odescribed.
At the landing Senator Henrique Zan-

nltu Prieto, of Chile made a speech, and
Mr. Vaughn, British ~inister to Ohile, ad
Mr. McClo'id, the British Consul General,
also addressed the natives.
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These formalities over, Robinson
Crusoe took his unexpected visitors
for a trip over the island.
They saw the little *place on the

side of a risi in the hill where Cru-
soe lived In real life. Here he gath-
ered bread, rice, three Dutch cheeses,
live pieces of dressed goat's flesh
and a small portion of corn, with
which he set up housekeeping. Here
he carried all his ammunition and
stores. Here he wove ship's cable
Ia and out between rows of stakes,
as a protection against an enemy
that never came.
The passengers also saw "Selkirk's

Lookout," with its tablet erected to
commemorate his story on the
island.
This modern Robinson Crusoe

took them up the side of the hill
where the real Crusoe lay concealed
looking through him sp:--glass at the
preparations for the cannibal feast
that some thirty natives were mak-
ing on the beach below. Then, in
the words of De Toe, he told of the
rescue of his faithful man Friday. Old
"This poor wretch, at liberty foraW

moment while the savages prepared
for another captive, started to run
with incredible swiftness across the
sands directly toward me, two savages
in full pursuit.

"Having made e very short cut down
bill I ciap'd myself iji the way between
the pursuers and the pursued, halioaing to
him that fled who, looking back, was at
first perhaps as much frightened at me as
at them; but I beckoned with my hand to
him to come. Then, rushing at once upon
the foremost, I knocked him down with
the stock of my piece. I was loathe to
fire because I did not want the rest to
hear.
"Having knocked this fellow down the

other who pursued him stopped, but as I
came nearer I perceived he had a bow and
arrow and was fitting it to shoot at me;
so I was obliged to shoot at him first,
which!I did, and killed him at the firt shot.

iTe oor savage who fled, though he
saw both his enemies fallen and killed as
he thought, was so frightened with the
fire and noise of my piece that he stood
stock stilL. I beckoned to him to come to
me. I gave him all the signs of encoutr
agement I could think of; and he ens
nearer ad nearer, kneeling down after
ten or twelve steps, as a token ot so-
knowledgment for saving his life. At
Iaetdhe came close to me ad then he

atdwn again, kissd the ground, laid
his head upon the ground, and, taking me
b,. the foot met my foot unon hMs hal
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mainland of South America, and a story
was told of a Musquito Indian who was
marooned on the island for many years
before Selkirk's day.
Alexander Selkirk began his career on

Juan Fernandes in 1704. He did not get
along with Captain Steadling, the master
of the Cinque Ports, on which he sailed.
and requested that he be put ashore at
the arst land sighted. g'his Is how Juan
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